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Salem Scribbles  June  2015 

 

Salem United Methodist Church 

Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 317-429-9090    Cell 317-450-1461 

 

SUMMER CAMPS have begun for Salem Youth 
in both June and July.  Please keep 
our kids in your prayers. 

 

June 10th – Missions Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 11th – UMW Meeting at Noon 
June 14th – Flag Day (be sure to fly her!) 
June 21st – Father’s Day & 1st Day of Summer 
June 24th – Birthday of John the Baptist 
June 29th – Kid’s Sack Lunch Donation Deadline 
 

 
 

July 4th – Birthday of USA 
July 5th – Pack Lunches 1 pm at Love INC 
July 6th – Kid’s Sack Lunch Distribution 
July 11th – Andy’s Ride 
July 18th – Salem Ice Cream Social 4-7 pm 
July 20th – Administrative Board Meeting 7 pm 
July 22nd – Youth trip to Holiday World 
July 31st – Indians Baseball Outing 
 

 
 

Aug 16th – Youth Celebration/Recognition Day 
 

 
The second quarter community coins will go to 
Love, INC (Love, In the Name of Christ) 
 
Youth Car Wash Project will be reported on 
in the July Salem Scribbles…with pictures! 
 

 

I am thrilled and excited about the work that has been 
done thus far on Salem UMC Task Force. I wish the entire 
congregation could have heard the reports given to the Board of 
Directors this week.  Reports were given by 5 of the 
groups, including Worship, Adult, Missions, Community, and 
Youth.  Written reports reflected on the ideas mentioned at the 
general meeting held earlier this year.  Thanks to everyone who is 
involved. Every idea and suggestion was considered and taken 
seriously.   You will be receiving a questionnaire in the near 
future. 

The real cold weather is finally gone, the rain has 
subsided, and now we look forward to summer.  To many 
people, that means “Vacation Time.”  Just be careful and have a 
good time.  Please don’t forget to attend church somewhere every 
Sunday you are away.  When you are here at home, the good folks 
here at Salem are always glad to see you.  Prayerfully, I trust the 
messages I have prepared for you will inspire and challenge you. 
            JUNE 7th “On Looking the Wrong Way” - Are we looking 
the wrong way?  Are we facing the wrong direction?  Do we look 
at things through the eyes of doubt and fear?  If we can’t see how 
to believe, or if we can’t see how to forgive ourselves or others, or 
if we can’t trust anything, especially God, we may be looking the 
wrong way. 
            JUNE 14th “God, Are You There?”- The solution to our 
problems and troubles, I suggest, is when we approach God in 
prayer.  It would be well for us to reduce the amount of talk and 
spend time listening.  Maybe what we need are a set of spiritual 
hearing aids so we can hear Him when He speaks. 
            JUNE 21st Father’s Day   “Pass It On” - We know the 
gracious, generous love our parents gave to us.  We can’t repay 
that.  There’s no way.  All we can do is pass that love onto our 
children. 
            JUNE 28th “Concerned About What?” - The question is: 
“How can we use our worry energy creatively?”  Let our worries 
work for us rather than against us.  Let our worries be directed 
toward matters that really matter.  Let our worries bring us back 
to God. 
     Jim Miller 
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Birthdays 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following need your prayers. 
(To update prayer list, see Martha Randel) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

1st Kerri Hipsky 

 Brandon Kruger 

3rd Sharlene Grizzle 

 Donna Ricketts 

4th  Aiden Cruz 

 Christine Yovanovich 

7th Cassie Bright 

13th  Gary Carter 

15th Mary Hamerin 

17th Marie Urick 

19th Shannon Yde 

20th Kathy Sharp 

23rd  Beatrice Hamerin (Born 2014) 

24th Alina Hipsky 

 Steve King 

26th  Donita Hough 

 Don Livengood 

29th David Bright 

 Susan Ottinger 

30th  Louise Graham 

  

 
 

Anniversaries 

Leonard Alexander SGT Joshua Barrows Joshua Barrows, Jr. 
SGT Jessica Barrows Gene & Dodie Bear Mary Clayton 

Lana Funkhouser Sharlene Grizzle Mark Hancock 
Chuck Hamerin Todd Hamilton Paul Hollingsworth 
Dustin Hudson Tanya Irwin  Roy King 
Jim Kirby Maxine Lamar Shirley Lemons 
Britney Maker Jim’s Aunt Ila Adeline Leslie 
David Milliner Caregiver Kathy Miller  Arlene & David Nichols 
Joe Overman Mary Jean Ottinger Wayne & Norma Patton 
Jon Peterson Cody & daughter Zoey Pittman Mabel Ann Pavey 
Charles Schooler Infant Jensen Siebert Martha Starkey 
Ann & Bing Stum Jane Taylor Paul Edward Thomas 
Danielle Tooley Bonnie Trosky Jerry Vickrey 
Chuck Vogt Bill Walker Marilyn Yount 

Prayers for the family and friends of Marcia (Louder) Baker 
Prayers for the family and friends of Mike Hobson of Thorntown 
Prayers for the family and friends of H. D. Hollingsead 
Stephen Wade and all the Westfield Youth involved in stage collapse 
Nepal Earthquake Victims 
Larry—brother of Andy Ricketts 
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen 

 

(Apologies for misspelling of any names…the Editor.) 
 

Pray for our troops, near and 
far; persecuted Christians 
everywhere; people in 
hospitals-nursing homes; and 
those who suffer from conflicts 
around the world.  Special 
thoughts and prayers for Curtis 
Michaels currently stationed at 
Fort Campbell, KY; for Garrett 
Baston, Marine Randy Bowlen, 
and National Guard Private 
Logan King, as well as Garrett 
Houx who is now stateside.   
Also, Steve Hipsky’s friend John 
Canfield will be stateside on 
June 1st!  Welcome Home and 
Thank You for Your Service! 

 

1st  Eric & Tina Hand 

22nd Tim & Christine Yovanovich 

23rd O. & Ann Hamilton 
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1 Corinthians 13 4-5a: “Love is very patient and kind: 
never jealous or envious: never boastful or proud: 
never haughty or selfish or rude.” 
 
Paul begins his descriptions of the attributes of love by telling us important positive aspects of 
patience and kindness in verse 4. He then tells us what love is not. 
 

Three of these positive characteristics are: 
 Love is not envious 
 Love is not proud 
 Love is not rude 

 
The interpreters write in the living Bible that love is not jealous   
or envious. Paul uses both words but society uses them 
interchangeably. They are very much alike but there is a difference. Envy is when you resent or 
are covetous of what someone has and you want it. Jealousy is when you have what someone 
else wants and you are afraid you might lose it. I think the similarity is why Paul leaves no doubt 
that neither of them should have a place in our hearts or lives. 
 

The cure for jealousy or envy is to trust. The psalmist, in Psalms 37:1 tells us ”Don’t be jealous ….. 
but trust the Lord and do good.” God often withholds what we desire in order to give us what we 
need. 
 

“Love does not boast, it is not proud.” Paul says in Philippians 2:3 “Regard one another as more 
important than yourself.” Orders are a part of our life as we live together. Ranking systems can 
clarify our roles.  The problem with pecking orders is not the order but with the pecking. 
 

“Love is not rude.” The Greek word for rude means disgraceful behavior. Rudeness exposes our 
true negative spirit quickly, and often unexpectedly. Is it not a reflection of our self-interests? 
There is no record of Jesus ever being rude to anyone. He spoke firmly, but never rudely. We can 
begin to show respect by using common courtesy to everyone we 
meet. 
 

Dear Father, Our prayer to you this day is that we may 
not let jealousy inflame us and consume us, that our pride 
may never get the best of us; and that we will show respect 
for everyone we meet.   Amen. 

 
  

Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon  of April 19, 2015 
 

  “A Call for Common Courtesy” 
1 Corinthians 13:4    Romans 12:12-19 
   



 

Page 4 Scribbles 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother’s Day Celebration Banquet Fun! 

The 

iTones 

Photos by Paula Overman 
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THANK YOU!! 

     Fellowship Volunteers         JUNE       Nursery Volunteers 

  7th  – Volunteer needed    7th  – Volunteer needed 
14th – Volunteer needed  14th – Volunteer needed 
21st  – Bill & Phyllis Bakeis  21st  – Virginia Crose 
28th – Volunteer needed  28th – Volunteer needed 

 
 

 To the generous Fellowship volunteers – Mike & Nancy Thayer; Chalmer & Virginia Crose; 
Bob & Paula Overman; Tim, Susan & Rebecca Ottinger; & the Kruger Family 

 To the Nursery volunteer – Virginia Crose 
 To May’s shining Acolytes – Haven, Sydney, Quinn, Zoey, Brandon, Austin & Rebecca 

 To Virginia Crose for selecting the May congregational hymns and to David Nolan, Tina Hand and 
the Choir for their Mother’s Day special.  Also to Tim Ottinger for his special music for Memorial 
Sunday plus his singing of “A Mother’s Prayer” on May 3rd which he also sang at the Mother’s Day 
Celebration on May 8th. 

 To Tina Hand who has selected the congregational hymns for June. 
 To Charlie Noble, Tina Hand and Marie Urick for patriotic accompaniment for Memorial Sunday. 
 To UMW for hosting the Mother’s Day Celebration Banquet and entertainment iTones quartet 

from Capital City Chorus, obtained by Susan Ottinger.  Also to everyone who brought delicious 
covered dishes and desserts, and to the men who ‘worked the kitchen’ Rev. Jim Miller, Jim 
Washburn, Bob Overman and Tim Ottinger, allowing the ladies to be with their friends and 
guests. 

 To All who are working on Task Force Select/Sub Committees bringing good ideas and possible 
solutions and/or improvements to Salem Church. 

 To UMW for presenting the carnations for Mother’s Day and for presenting potted flowers to 
award recipients, Betty Thayer and Paula Overman. 

 To the Hands for planting the beautiful geraniums and marigolds at the Directory for all to enjoy. 
 To Steve Hipsky for organizing the 1st Salem Youth Car Wash, and to all the kids, parents and 

others who supervised, scrubbed, donated money and time to this project.  

 To ALL who got their cars washed, the proceeds of which go to the Camp Fund.  

 To Jim Washburn and Mark Starkey for serving as ushers (bulletin distribution and bell ringer.) 

 To greeters Larry Randel and Virginia Crose. 
 To Dominic Lizama and Bob Overman for recording weekly sermons and to Dominic for 

duplicating the CDs and posting sermons on website. 
 To Bob Overman for creating weekly Sunday Bulletins for Salem Church. 

 To Salem Youth who are attending church summer camps.  Have fun and be safe! 

Photos by Paula Overman 

Sending LOVE to all Friends – Advisors – Teachers – Helpers – Empathizers – Role ModelS in Christ. 
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Choir Corner 

(Choir is taking a ‘rest’ during 
summer.  We’ll see you in September!)  

Salem UMC now has WiFi  available.  
Look for this symbol on a flyer on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship  

 
 
 
 
meeting room to find out the network name and 
password.  

TIM’s REPORT 
 
June? How did that happen? Good bye spring. 
Hello summer! 
 
As I continue to be overwhelmed with technology 
(witness a group of people anywhere/anytime 
staring at their personal electronic devices); I 
strongly suggest making a habit to find a quiet, 
peaceful place, turn it all off and enjoy the “Sounds 
of Silence”. Better yet, read the Bible! You’ll be 
glad you did. 
 
KIDS SACK LUNCH (KSL) PROGRAM 
Once again, your Boone County Cluster is 
committed to support the KSL program through the 
Shalom Community of South. Lebanon. Our goal is 
$625.00 collected by Sunday, June 28. We will 
provide meals for kids the week of July 6th. Packing 
will be Sunday, July 5.  Details to follow. Please 
mark checks or envelopes to “Support KSL” during 
the month of June. 
 
CHILDREN’S HOME 100th ANNIVERSARY 
Oh my! What a response we’ve had thus far for the 
100th Anniversary Gala, August 20th at the Lucas 
Estate celebrating 100 wonderful years of the 
Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home in 
Lebanon. Entertainment will be provided by the 
widely admired musical artist, Sandi Patty. If 
interested and wanting to secure tickets, watch for 
mailings and act fast as this will assuredly be a sell-
out event. 
 
THE CLUSTER’S “MOMS” PROGRAM 
“Moms Offering Moms Support” (MOMS) Our 
Cluster, in partnership with The Caring Center, has 
begun a pilot program to provide support and 
encouragement to young single mothers (or 
fathers) between the ages of 15 and 25. If you 
might know a single parent in need of assistance, 
please contact me for a confidential referral if we 
might be able to provide help. The MOMS program 
volunteers at this point are all mothers to best 
understand the needs of young, new moms out 
there. 
 

Good Blessings, 

Tim 

HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
Salem Members – Request Application Form 

Form MUST be received by Sunday, August 2, 2015 

It is the intent of Salem United Methodist Church 
to support the important Christian nurture of its 
young people through scholarship awards for its 
members.  In order to be eligible to be 
considered for Higher Educational Scholarship 
Awards, the specific requirements must be met 
with the Application Form completed and turned 
into Donna Davis-Ricketts by August 2nd or 
sooner.  Forms are in the vestibule, or request 
from Donna Davis-Ricketts.  All requests will be 
presented to the Salem Board for approval.  Next 
Board Meetings are scheduled for July 20th and 
September 21st.      
  Donna Davis-Ricketts, Chair 
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JOHN the BAPTIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DADS being DADS 

 
 

June 24th is an annual reminder that humble people really do change the world.  That is the day that 
traditionally commemorates the birthday of John the Baptist, the prophet whose ministry was a kind 
of public prelude to the ministry of Jesus.  Here’s a story so good that it’s probably urban legend.   
 
Mohammed Ali (the self-proclaimed “Greatest”) once refused to buckle his seatbelt before a 
commercial flight.  The flight attendant insisted that he do so. “Superman don’t need no seatbelt,” Ali 
is said to have announced.  To which the flight attendant retorted, “Superman don’t need no airplane.” 
 
Humility is the most elusive of all virtues.  As soon as you congratulate yourself for feeling a bit 
humbler, well, there it went.  Humility isn’t so much a thing or a quality or an attitude that we 
gradually obtain.  It is better described as something that we experience less and less – a 
preoccupation with ourselves. 
 
No one knows the real birthday of John the Baptist.  For that matter, no one knows the real birthday 
of Jesus of Nazareth.  For a variety of interesting cultural and historical reasons Christians ultimately 
designated December 25th as the day He arrived in Bethlehem.    So why did June 24th become the 
“nativity” day of John the Baptist?   
 
It has to do with the fact that a number of people had initially concluded that John himself was the 
Messiah.  John was quick to correct them.  He declared that once the real Messiah came on the scene 
his work would be coming to an end.  Pointing to Jesus, John said, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30).”  
 
So it is that Jesus’ birthday is celebrated on one of the darkest daylight days of the year – but in the 
certainty that daily sunlight will gradually begin to increase.    And John’s birth is commemorated just 
after the Summer Solstice, the longest daylight day of the year, after which we soberly acknowledge 
that even Daylight Savings Time cannot prevent our days from becoming shorter and shorter.  Until 
once again light and hope begin to return at Christmas. 
 

He must increase; I must decrease.  That is the testimony of a humble person.   
By being content with the fact that his own gifts and his own life weren’t all about himself, John introduced 
another Self who still brings light to the world. 
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Salem United Methodist Church  
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E) 

Zionsville, IN  46077         317-873-4015  
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org 

Large enough to serve.  Small enough to care. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mother’s Day Award Winners 

Natalie with Grandmother Betty   Thomas-Overman-Thatcher Families 

 


