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Salem Scribbles  April 2015 

 

Salem United Methodist Church 

Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 317-429-9090    Cell 317-450-1461 

Choir Practice – April 1 at 7:00 pm   
 

March 29th – Palm Sunday Pitch-In and 
Salem Egg Hunt 11:30 am 

 

April 2nd – Maundy (Holy) Thursday 
Service at 7 pm 

 

April 5th – Sunrise Service at 7:30 
followed by breakfast followed by 
Regular Worship Service at 9:15 am 

  
April 8th – Missions Committee  

meeting at 6:30 pm 
 

April 9th – UMW Meeting at Noon 

 

May 7th – National Prayer Day 
May 8th – Mother’s day Celebration 

banquet 6:30 pm 
May 10th – Mother’s day 
May 12th – Trustee meeting 6:30 pm 
May 13th – Missions Committee 

meeting at 6:30 
May 18th – Administrative Board 

meeting 7 pm 
 

Dorothy, in the Wizard of Oz once said, “There’s no place like 
home.”  Those words are really true.  It was great being back after 2 
months absence.  Linda and I did have a wonderfully restful time 
visiting relatives and friends in Florida, Arizona, and Texas.  But we 
did miss our friends here at Salem.  Thank you all for giving us this 
opportunity to refresh our bodies and minds. 
 
We want to especially thank Rev. Chester Mayflower and Rev. Jim 
Ewing for filling in for me in my absence.  Also, thanks to all of you 
who kept the fires burning through a very cold and wintery winter.  
 
April is here and spring has sprung.  This is a great time of the year 
when the beauty of the earth radiates God’s expression of the 
reality that life does follow death. That is what Easter Sunday is all 
about as we celebrate this on April 5th.  This is the greatest day in 
the Christian calendar as this day ushers in what I feel is the most 
beautiful month of the year.   
 
Please read about all the wonderful events planned or this month as 
outlined elsewhere.  As for the sermons, following is a list of the 
topics for the month which include a series on The Love Chapter 
found in 1st Corinthians 13. 
             
April 5 “Arise and Live”  Mark 16:1-8 
April 12 “Love is Patient and Kind” 1 Corinthians 13:4 
  Romans 2:1-4 
April 19 “A Call for Common Courtesy” 1 Corinthians 13:4 
  Romans 12:12-19 
April 26  “The Heart Full of Hurts” 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 
  Genesis 4:1-12 
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 Birthdays 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The following need your prayers. 
(To update prayer list, see Martha Randel) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  7th Becky Cervenka 
  8th Cole Beanblossom 
10th  Joyce Starkey 
13th Kyle Bright 
15th Gail Sanders 
16th Sarah Hasewinkel 
18th Clara Curry 
20th Martha Randel 
24th  Avalyn Jean DeLucio 
28th Shon Hough 

 
 

Anniversaries 

Leonard Alexander Marcia (Lowder) Baker  
SGT Joshua Barrows SGT Jessica Barrows 
Joshua Barrows, Jr. Gene & Dodie Bear  
Mary Clayton Alta Davis  
Peg Eaton Lana Funkhouser   
Sharlene Grizzle Mark Hancock  
Chuck Hamerin Todd Hamilton  
Mike Hampton Paul Hollingsworth 
Dustin Hudson Tanya Irwin   
Roy King Jim Kirby 
Maxine Lamar Adeline Leslie    
Britney Maker  Jim’s Aunt Ila  
Kayla Miller  David Milliner    
Arlene & David Nichols  Martha Ogborn   
Mary Jean Ottinger Joe Overman  
Wayne & Norma Patton  Mabel Ann Pavey  

Jon Peterson Cody & daughter Zoey Pittman 
Charles Schooler Infant Jensen Siebert   
Jane Taylor Danielle Tooley  
Bonnie Trosky Martha Starkey  
Ann & Bing Stum  Bill Walker  
Jerry Vickrey           Chuck Vogt Marilyn Yount 
 
Larry—brother of Andy Ricketts 
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen 
Violet’s Uncle Bob Scout, sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland, cousin Marilyn & 
great niece, Courtney Romney.   
Prayers for the family of John Snyder who recently passed  
(Jeff & Pam Ottinger’s nephew.) 
Prayers for the Miller family with the passing of Ethel Miller. 
 

(Apologies for misspelling of any names…the Editor.) 
 

Pray for our troops, near 
and far; persecuted 
Christians everywhere; 
people in hospitals-nursing 
homes; and those who 
suffer from conflicts 
around the world.  Special 
thoughts and prayers for 
Curtis Michaels currently 
stationed at Fort Campbell, 
KY; for  Garrett Baston, 
Marine Randy Bowlen, and 
National Guard Private 
Logan King, as well as 
Garrett Houx who is now 
stateside.   Also, Steve 
Hipsky’s friend John 
Canfield serving 3rd tour in 
Afghanistan. 

 

1st Scott & Ann Hokanson  
6th Roy & Deanna King
 Lloyd & Nelda Rohrbach 

14th Andy & Donna Ricketts  
19th Jeremy & Kelli Starkey  
30th Shon & Suzanne Hough 
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Isaiah 50:15 “I want you to trust me in your times of trouble.” 
Matthew 27:13-14 “Don’t you hear what they are saying?” Pilate demanded. But Jesus said nothing, 
much to the governor’s surprise. 
 

Listen carefully to the events of the last week and notice His calmness and serenity. On Palm Sunday, 
Jesus was the Grand Marshall of the parade. 

He organized it – directed it – rode in it – waved to all and did it with serenity. 
Later He prayed that this would not have to happen. He didn’t come unglued, and He was fearful but 
not frantic. He accepted God’s answer serenely. Then, He went to the last meal with all the disciples – 
the Last Supper. He was calm, cool, and collected as He broke bread and drank the wine. He did not 
come undone or become overly emotional. His demeanor was one of serenity. 
 
Jesus saw Judas two times – at the Last Supper and when He was betrayed, and He confronted Judas 
directly both times. When Peter boldly claimed that he would never deny Him, Jesus did not degrade 
him or cry out in anger for Peter’s unfaithfulness. When Pilate confronted Jesus; Jesus did not begin a 
debate or challenge him to a power duel. Jesus was quiet and did not say a word. He showed serenity. 
When a crown of thorns was placed on His head and He carried His own cross; He did not complain. 
When they nailed Him to the cross, He did not turn his back on God, His Father or turn on those who 
cursed Him and spat on Him. He suffered cruelty with serenity. 
 
Real serenity comes not from outer circumstances or possessions or worldly power. It comes from 
inner stability. It must be accepted, cultivated and nurtured. Jesus was the most serene man to ever 
live. 
 
The “Serenity Prayer” may be the best known prayer of the 20th century. 
“Oh God, give us the grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot be changed, the courage to 
change the things which should be changed and the wisdom to distinguish the one from the other.” 
 
Life has limits that we must accept. 
Life has great possibilities for us if we have the courage to tackle them. 
It takes wisdom to tell them apart. 
 
When you go out tomorrow, will your faith show? Will your spirit of Christ show? There is no greater 
wisdom than that, and no greater serenity. 

 

 
  

Synopsis of Rev Miller’s Sermon  March 15, 2015 

“Serenity” 

Isaiah 50:7-15 Matthew 27:11-18 
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Salem’s Sunrise Breakfast 
(immediately following Sunrise Service 

at approximately 8 a.m.) 
 

Your assistance is needed to help 
prepare, serve and/or clean-up at 
Salem’s Sunrise Breakfast on Sunday, 
April 5th.  Donations of food items are 
also requested.  For more information, 
please see Bob Overman.  Thank you. 

TIM’S APRIL REPORT 
 

 Word of the Month- Serve 
What a blessing it was to have gone through the Great Banquet as a guest, only to be 
magnified in service to others March 5-8. I met new friends and renewed relationships 
with other fellow Christians with an open heart, open mind and open love. In everything 
we did we opened eyes to other men of life events we all share, the trials and challenges we 

face, but not alone if we let God be our guide and His son Jesus Christ our ultimate redeemer 
of sin and savior of our soul. 
 
We are fortunate to provide donations and material goods to neighbors in need. We are 
blessed to look into their eyes and serve. 
 
 Externally Focused Church 
Externally focused churches take "church" to the people, not trying to bring people into a 
foreign land until they're ready. I highly recommend a book I have read as a part of my study 
with the North Central District Operational Team. It is "The Externally Focused Church" by 
Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson. Read about how churches like Salem have made community 
service part of their DNA, making new believers and disciples simply through the acts of love, 
caring and helping via service. 
 
Think about this. Some people out there don't know how to go to church. What, you say? Let 
me ask. Would you be intimidated to go into a Bahá'í House of Worship, a Hindu temple, a 
Mosque, a Synagogue? Would you know what to do? Would you know where to sit? This is a 
barrier some have even coming to a simple church like Salem. The point is - be a Christian 

friend first. "Church" will come later. 
 
 Easter Blessings to You 
"Christ the Lord is risen to-day, Sons of men and angels say.  
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply". 
 

Tim Ottinger 
 

A beautiful  
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
commemorating the Last 
Supper with forgiveness and 
mercy will be held at sunset, 
April 2nd at 7:00 p.m.  
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 Fellowship volunteers – Randel’s, Rickett’s, Yovanovich’s and the Crose’s!  
 Nursery volunteers – Reece and all who help! 
 Acolytes –Laine, Rebecca, Sydney, and Austin  
 Larry Randel for being the Greeter for Sunday’s service 

 To ALL who helped with the Task Force Committees 
 To ALL who helped fill the Eggs on March 22nd 
 To ALL who donated to the Egg Hunt and who helped implement this event 
 To Paula Overman for coordinating the Egg Hunt  
 To ALL who helped with the Salem Spring Cleanup on March 28th which is organized by the Mission 

committee 
 To ALL  who brought items for the Palm Sunday Pitch in 
 To Charlie Noble on trumpet with pianist Tina Hand playing preludes 
 To the Choir for their music during this special time 
 To Charlie Noble for organizing the Pacer game outing.  Fifty five people attended the game (20 from the 

children’s home in Lebanon) and the Pacers won! 
 To Tina Hand for planting the beautiful flowers in front of the directory in memory of her dad, Burl 

Ottinger. 
 To David Nolan for sharing his original composition for the Call to Prayer and singing Ave Marie for the 

special music on March 15th plus for guiding the choir for their music during this special time and helping 
with the youth’s special song on Palm Sunday, Come Follow Jesus. 

 To Tim Ottinger for his special music on March 22nd … “Jesus, Jesus I Love You” and “It Is Well” 
 

THANK YOU!! 

     Fellowship Volunteers       APRIL       Nursery Volunteers 
 
  5th – Sunrise breakfast     5th – Volunteers needed 
12th – Volunteers needed  12th – Volunteers needed 
19th – Jon Peterson & Mary Hamerin 19th – Volunteers needed 
26th – Bill & Danelle Butler  26th – Volunteers needed 
 

We rarely know in advance when a family is going to visit Salem, 
perhaps with a preschooler, maybe searching for their spiritual home. 
When you volunteer for Nursery, you may not have to spend time in 
the Nursery; but greeting the visitors, letting them know we have a 
nursery available with changing table, diapers, a rocker to use if 
needed, where it is located, proximity to the other children’s 

classrooms and an available volunteer if desired. Also the sermon can 
be heard in the nursery if desired.  A Nursery volunteer is a welcoming 
member of our family oriented church—their young people may 
someday be our Trustees or Sunday school teachers, confirmation 
leader or minister.  Who knows what opportunities God plans for you?  
Please be a part of our team. 
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Choir Corner 

 

 

 

 
Going to camp?  The early sign up deadline is 
fast approaching. Please get your registrations 
in by April 15th to take advantage of the 
“early bird” discount. 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Salem CPR/AED 
certified graduates: 

Bill Butler 
Danelle Butler 

Laine Butler 
Reece Butler 
Virginia Crose 

Eric Hand 
Kathy Houx 
Natalie Kruger 
Andy Mehlhop 

Bob Overman 
Larry Randel 
Marshall Starkey 
 
Thank you to firefighter Ron Cranfil for his 
expertise and for donating an Ambubag with 
mask to Salem (these are not cheap!). He also 
checked our AED machine to ensure it’s in 
functional order. Using the Ambubag is more 
efficient than mouth to mouth resuscitation 
delivers 35% more oxygen!  Thank you Ron!  If 
anyone wants to have the Ambubag 

demonstrated, just ask Virginia Crose. 
 
 

 

Danean Thatcher is coordinating a special 
project that requires MANY plastic grocery 
bags…more details later. A tub will be 
placed in the fellowship hall for collection 
of the bags. 

Filling the eggs in 
preparation for the 

hunt on March 29th  
 

Danelle Butler and Kathy Mehlhop will be working 
with the Greater Indianapolis Habitat for Humanity 
Women build in May. It isn’t 
too late to be a sponsor.   
Please see either Danelle or  
Kathy for more information.  
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Our Featured family—The Lizama’s 
TINA, Larry & Martha Randel’s daughter, was born in Zionsville. She graduated from ZHS and 
attended Purdue, majoring in Elem. Ed. Tina enjoys time with family, photography, and ballroom 
dancing.  She helped teach dance at the Purdue Ballroom Club which led her to a dance competition 
one weekend at The Indiana Roof Ballroom in 1995.  
DOMINIC, who was born in Belize City, Belize moved to the United States with his Dad at the age of 
7 after his Mother passed away. Dominic attended Immaculate Heart of Mary & Chatard HS. He then 
moved to his sister’s in NC and attended college at UNC Charlotte, majoring in Architecture. His job 
brought him back to Indianapolis and he lived with his Father.  He had heard about and wanted to 
see the ballroom that looked like an Italian plaza so he attended the dance at The Indiana Roof 
Ballroom in 1995. 
Tina met Dominic at the Indiana Roof Ballroom in 1995, and asked him to dance, and that’s where 
the Lizama Family story began….   Tina & Dominic were married September 15, 2001. They lived in 
Pike and then moved to Zionsville when they were expecting their first baby. Grace was born in 2004 
and Austin came along in 2006. During this time, Tina worked briefly at Pleasant View Elementary & 
then for 8 years at Dow AgroSciences.  After becoming a Mom, she worked part-time at DAS, and 
then at Eagle Church Preschool & is currently a Studio Manager and Ballroom Dance Instructor at a 
studio in Carmel. Dominic started his career at CMG Worldwide, building websites for estates of 
deceased celebrities like Marilyn Monroe, James Dean & Babe Ruth. He recently left a healthcare 
consulting company to begin a new job as Marketing/Creative Director with Accumen in San Diego and 
loves working from home. 
 
Tina & Dominic love spending time with their 2 children…  

GRACE, is 11 yrs old and a 5th grader at Z’West Middle School. 
She is a fun-loving, big-hearted, sweet girl.  She loves God and 
loves attending Salem.  She was baptized at her Grandma’s & 
Great-grandparent’s Methodist Church in Thorntown, IN.  She 
loves being with her friends, playing soccer & volleyball, riding 
her bike, and being with her cousins, grandparents & family.   
AUSTIN, is 8 yrs old and a 2nd grader at Stonegate Elementary. 
He is a creative, loving, funny boy. Austin has always loved 
being a part of Salem.  Rev. Miller baptized Austin on Easter 2007 
at Salem Church. He loves math, watching movies, playing Minecraft, building legos, 

and being with his cousins, grandparents & family.   
Our family memories at Salem… 

We started attending Salem in 2004 when we moved back to Zionsville. Tina’s parents were 
attending and we enjoyed the small church close to home.  Seems like yesterday that both 
Grace & Austin were sitting in the baby carrier in the pew and we tried to keep them quiet by 
feeding them Cheerios and fruit puffs during the service.  As they got older, we enjoyed 
watching them carry their little bible bags with them to church. Then, they continued to 
grow… now they love to sit with their Grandma & Papaw, or their cousins or their church 
friends. We have many memories of watching them up on the altar… singing ‘This is the 
Day’, Austin giving announcements, Grace singing Silent Night while her Grandma played the 

piano, Austin reciting the Easter poem, Grace sharing her camp story, Stars & Angels in 
Christmas programs, nervously watching them acolyte or light the nativity candle, and many, many funny moments 
during Children’s Time. 
We have loved watching our children grow up at Salem and we are grateful for each and every one of you for being so 
supportive of our children, teaching them about God, allowing them the opportunity to express themselves and try new 
things, and for the friendships made over the years.  And, I think the 4 of us would agree that the best part about going 
to Salem is that we get to see Grandma & Papaw every Sunday, and get to share this very special time of worship 
together. 
 
Looking forward to continuing many more years of “growing up” at Salem Church.  

 
Dominic & Tina, Grace & Austin 

 



 
Salem United Methodist Church  
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E) 

Zionsville, IN  46077         317-873-4015  
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org 

Large enough to serve.  Small enough to care. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On March 10th, members of Salem UMC and the Children’s home attended a Pacer’s 

basketball game.  Thank you Charlie for organizing this wonderful evening. The 
Pacer’s tied a team record for the most number of 3 points (17) in a single game.   
Final score: 118-86 

 
What will Charlie organize next?  Look for information soon regarding an outing to 

see our own Indianapolis Indians!  


