
 
  

Salem Scribbles 

December 2017 
  

Salem United Methodist Church 

Pastor Gina Kirkland     765-274-5087   Cell 765-274-987 

Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec 3, 10, 17 & 24 – ADVENT Sundays 
Dec 4 & 11 – ‘The Shack’ Bible Study 
Dec 5 – Missions Meeting 6:30 pm 
Dec 6, 13 & 20 – Choir Practice 6:30 pm 
Dec 9 – Christmas Program Practice 10 am 
     (Danean Thatcher, Coordinator) 
Dec 10 – Annual Youth Christmas Program 
Dec 14 – UMW Meeting 12 Noon 
     (No meetings in Jan & Feb – first 2018 
     meeting will be March 8, 2018 at Noon.) 
Dec 17 – Christmas Cheer Bag Assembly 
Dec 23 – Blood Drive at Whitestown  
     Municipal Complex 11 am – 4 pm. 
Dec 24 –  Salem’s Traditional Christmas Eve 
     Candlelight Service 9 pm 

Dec 25 – Christ is Born! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 1, 2018 – HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Jan – Missions Meeting 6:30 pm TBA 
Jan 2018 – Choir Practice TBA 
Jan 6 - Epiphany 
Jan 7th – Taking Down the Greens 
Jan 9th – Trustee Meeting 6:30 pm 
Jan 15th – Board Meeting 7 pm 
Feb 3rd – 6th Annual Rummage Sale 
Feb 14th – Ash Wednesday 
Feb 17th – Annual Chili Super 4 – 7 pm 
(Natalie Kruger, Coordinator) 

PASTOR’S PEN 
To My Awesome Church Family, 
Can you believe that it is December already and we are now in the 
season of Advent?  I’m still floating from the official welcoming this 
past summer (giggle giggle).  I can’t believe that I have been 
blessed enough to share the past nine months with this amazing 
church family.  Seriously, time flies when you are having fun!  Just 
think, before we finish blinking our eyes, we will be saying Happy 
New Year!! 
 

The season of giving thanks or thanks by giving has been an 
enlightening time for us.  Before I forget, the North Central District 
sends thanks to Salem UMC for serving as host for one of the six 
Racial Dialogue Circles in our district.  This was a pilot program so 
our participation was greatly appreciated.  I would like to thank all 
who participated.  While I’m in the thanking mode, a big thank you 
goes to all who have carved out the time in your busy schedules to 
learn more about becoming equipped in understanding more 
about the Trinity during viewing the movie “The Shack” and 
participating in “The Shack” Bible Study. 
 

Thank you to the Salem UMC family who has helped by submitting 
articles and pictures for the creation of the 2017 Advent 
Devotional.  As my Christmas gift to Salem, I would like to have 
your family’s personal copy ready for you on the first Sunday of 
Advent, December 3rd, so that the entire Salem Family can read 
the same devotional scripture with a Christmas or Advent memory 
along with a brief prayer.  I hope each family receives at least one 
of the Advent Devotional books and can spend family time 
together daily.  I am of the belief that the church family that 
shares, reads and prays together grows together and gets to know 
more about one another.  It has been a joy to know that daily we 
will all be on the same page, reading the same devotion and 
praying the same prayers in unity and power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Being new to Salem and looking forward 
to one of my favorite times of the year, I 
just wanted to advise you that during this 
season there may be some added, 
(Continued on Page 3) 

In the love of Christ, 
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Adam Caroline Hampton David Nichols 

Addie (7-year-old) Jill Hampton Mildred (Mid) Noble 

Madeline Anderson Marlena Hampton Mary Jean Ottinger 

Alex Anzeveno   Mike Hampton Samantha Overman 

Aunt Nancy Mark Hancock Tom Overman 

Nick Behymer Rush & Ruth Harmon Irene Parker 

Benjamin (7-year-old) Eric Haas Norma Patton 

Butler's Cousin Carol Joe Hayden Rev. Wayne Patton 

Carolyn & daughter Anna Therese Hampton Henry Rodney Peterson 

Nancy Sue Chapman Tracy Henry Jason Picking 

Chuck Charles Hoagland Alex Porter 

Infant Rayne Colvert Louise Hoagland  Preston 

Virginia Crose Hudson Family Rev. Tom Ressler 

Joyce Cunningham Infant Tucker Aaron Ricketts 

Bob Curry Baby Jackson Ellen Rusk 

Marge Curry Cindy Jansen Karla Santiago 

Andy's  friend Danny David Jones Belle Schaaf 

Alta Davis Ken Charles Schooler 

Bonnie Davis Jen Hamblen Kidder Shaunasee 

Delaine Davis Hanna Killian Connie Short 

Linda Lou Dawson Deanna King Infant Jensen Siebert 

Uncle Dean Roy King Charles Stant 

Debbie Steve King Marvin Starkey 

Elaine Dupler Gina Kirkland Carl Stewart 

Bonnie Earnhart Reginald Kirkland Esther Stonecipher 

Rosemary Endres Natalie Kruger Ann & Bing Stum 

Lisa Flynn Maxine Lamar Mike Sulfridge 

Carole Foley Pam Lime Elizabeth Taylor 

Susan Funke Patsy Livengood Jane Taylor 

Dale Funkhouser Lucas Danny Thomas 

Lana Funkhouser Mike Maguire Martha Vail 

Déla Gibson Britney Maker Chuck Vogt 

Michael Gibson Jane Martin Olive Wade 

Simon Greenaway Bob Miller Sharon Walker 

Terrenzo Grinston, Sr. Rev. Jim Miller Nick Whitaker 

Sharlene Grizzle Nancy Miller Shea Wiedner 

Betty Haley Beverly Moore Lee Wilson 

Halle (8 year old) Steve Moore Beth Winegarner 

Chuck Hamerin Arlene Nichols Karen (Stultz) Wyatt 

(Prayer List continued on page 3) 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 4th Sarah Alexander 17th Michael Alexander 
 6th Britney Lee Maker 18th Olivia Stone 
 4th Thomas Overman 21st Delaine Davis 
 9th Athan Starkey 23rd Chalmer Crose 
 9th Diana Ward  27th Norma Patton 
14th Ginger Bright 28th Chris Isaacs 
14th Paul Eisenman 28th Deanna King 

31st Pam Hill Gibson 

DECEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 5th Bing & Ann Stum 
10th Mike & Jill Hampton 
28th Rev Jim & Linda Miller 

THE FOLLOWING NEED PRAYERS 

Pray for Alex Anzeveno who was 
recently deployed to Afghanistan.  
Pray for our troops, near and far; 
persecuted Christians 
everywhere; people in hospitals 
and nursing homes; and those 
who suffer from conflicts around 
the world including terrorism. 
Pray for victims of natural 
disasters.  Pray for Coptic 
Christians and for victims of 
recent church fires.  Pray for those 
with unspoken requests.  Pray for 
our local first responders, EMS, 
medical teams, fire fighters and 
police who give immediate help 
for those in need. Pray for our 
protectors and for victims of 
crimes. Pray for our country and 
the world.  And do continue to 
pray for “Old Man Cline!” 
{All Mankind} 

https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/affiliate.do?id=58&coupon=christmas
https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/affiliate.do?id=58&coupon=christmas
https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/affiliate.do?id=58&coupon=christmas


 

ASK THE PASTOR 
Dear Pastor Gina, 
What was the Racial Dialogue Circle all about which Salem UMC hosted for the 
North Central District? 
     Sincerely, Curious 
 

Dear Curious, 
The Racial Dialogue Circle met for five weeks and created a safe environment for people of different races and ethnic 
backgrounds to talk and understand differences and similarities.  With the completion of the five weeks, the Salem 
Racial Dialogue Circle will now work to find a special project to try to help work on educating people about racism and 
people living together in love, equity and respect no matter the color of one’s skin or ethnic origin.  I would like to thank 
Eric, Paula, Bob, Marge, Charlie, Virginia and our facilitators, Richard, Michele and Gustana, for your honest, hard and 
brave work.  
     Much love, Pastor Gina aka PG 
 
 
 (Pastor’s Pen continued from Page 1)  
Subtracted or tweaked elements of which to look forward.  I’m really excited to see what our children and youth have 
come up with for our Christmas Program.  They have been working hard for months!!  The Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service is one service that is at the very top of my worship enjoyment list.  I can’t wait to share it with you. 
 

With 2018 on our heels, please pray that the dates for our Confirmation Class for students 5th grade and higher come 
into focus.  We will need to meet for six different weeks, and I would like to confirm the confirmands on Easter.  Due to 
the hectic schedule of most of our young people, will be asking which dates will be the best to facilitate the largest 
amount of participation. 
 

The Kirkland family wishes each of you a Merry Christmas, and I hope you are able to enjoy your family and friends as 
they are all exceptionally loved.  Thank you all for everything you do to make me feel accepted, respected, supported 
and loved as your pastor.  I sincerely love all of you!!!  As a reminder, if anyone would like or needs to contact me, I want 
to make sure you have my contact information.  I do accept text, email & Facebook messages.  In the love of Christ… 

        
Rev. Regina Kirkland  765-274-9874 Cell 
1100 Imel Drive   765-274-5087 Home 
Anderson, IN  46012  Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org 
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(Prayer List continued from page 2) 
Prayers for the Bordon, Butler & Davis families with the passing of Aunt Merlin Borden. 
Prayers for the Williams family with the passing of Charles E. Williams, Marge’s husband. 
Prayers for the Strecker family with the passing of Stephen Jacob Strecker of Zionsville. 
Prayers for the family of Dale Lawler with the passing of Dale’s brother-in-law, Tom Lawler. 
Prayers for all veterans, souls deceased or with us still, and for 1.3 million troops on  
     active duty including over 200,000 that are stationed around the world. 
Prayers for those involved in the First Baptist Church, Southern Springs, Texas, incident; and police and 
Board Patrol officers who are being killed; and those who passed in the recent Egyptian attack.  

 “The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart.”  Psalm 34:18 
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“SAME GOOD OLD STORY…BUT TOLD IN A 
UNIQUE WAY” 

You’ll want to be sure to be at Salem Worship 
Service on Sunday, December 10th to enjoy 
the Annual Youth Christmas Program.  The 
youth have been rehearsing the play for 
months, some writing their own 
script and others taking on special 
tasks for the program.  Their final 
practice will be Saturday, Dec. 9th 
at 10 a.m.  Danean Thatcher is the 
coordinator and has been assisted 
by Tina Hand, Andy Mehlhop, 
Dominic Lizama, Teri Cruz, Violet Thomas, 
Martha Randel, Bob Overman, Susan Ottinger 
and Paula Overman. 
 

A big thank you goes to the youth, parents 
and all who are helping put this production 
together. 

CHRISTMAS CHEER BAGS 
These bags full of goodies will be assembled 
for distribution after worship service on 
December 17th.  This mission outreach is 
coordinated by United Methodist Women on 
behalf of Salem UMC.  Donated items should 
be delivered to Salem before or on Dec. 17th.  
Place items well-marked for Cheer Bags on 
table in Fellowship Hall.  Current estimate is 
for preparing 20+ bags (although you need not 
donate 20 of each item…but you may do so).  
Suggested items are Chap stick, hand lotion or 
sanitizer, small tissue packets, Post-Its, pens, 
postage stamps, low/no sugar added treats, 
raisins, packaged crackers such as cheese or 
peanut butter flavors, calendars, juice boxes, 
pencils, note pads, diabetic type treats, 
crossword puzzles or word search books, 
freshly baked items or fruit.  To volunteer to 
help, to suggest a person to receive a Cheer 
Bag, or for more information please contact 
UMW President Violet Thomas 317-442-2919 
or Judy Washburn 317-873-2754. 

UMW WILL SUPPLY CHRISTMAS PARTY 
BOXES TO IUMCH IN LEBANON 

Salem UMW will again this season fill four 
party gift boxes for each of the ‘homes’ at the 
IUMCH.  The youth always enjoy being 
remembered with gifts and surprises. 

ANNUAL POINSETTIA SALE 
The UMW will again coordinate the purchase 
of poinsettias in memory of or in honor of 
loved ones.  They also beautify our altar area 
during Advent ($10 each).  Please listen for 
details during Community Time. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 2018 OFFICERS 
Salem UMW announces new officers: 
Violet Thomas, President      Donna Ricketts, VP 
Tina Hand, Secretary      Martha Randel, Treasurer 

Traditionally, UMW will have no meetings in 
January and February 2018 and will reconvene 
on March 8th at 12 Noon. 

GAZE at a 
POINSETTIA 

To shake off mental 
fuzziness, stop and 
stare at a poinsettia 
for two minutes while 
taking slow, relaxed 
breaths. Scientists at 
the University of 
Rochester say the 
contrast of red and 
green combined with 
the oxygen boost from 
the deep breathing 
stimulates the 
problem-solving, 
focus-enhancing 
portion of the brain, 
improving 
concentration for up 
to 90 minutes. 

REMEMBER PEARL 
HARBOR DAY 

December 7, 1941 
2,348 died 1,109 injured 
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SALEM TRUSTEE UPDATE 
The new septic system has been approved by the 
state!  The installation will begin when the 
weather permits.  A new electric meter is being 
added and soon you will see some gravel being 
delivered.  Please continue to be patient and be 
careful around the construction areas.  Once the 
installation begins we believe it will take not more 
than 3-4 days. 
 

The Trustees are in the process of meeting with 
architects regarding remodeling. We would like to 
have restrooms that are handicapped accessible.  
We would also like the entire church to be ADA 
compliant (Americans with Disabilities Act). 
 

Trustees have started an overall wish list but 
would like to hear from anyone that has an idea or 
suggestion, big or small.  Please share your ideas 
or suggestions with Kathy Mehlhop.  She is the 
keeper of the wish list with which the Trustees are 
working. No guarantee that it will happen, but we 
want your input  
 

Our historic church will have limitations due to 
newer variances and codes, so please be 
understanding.  We will do our best to do what is 
best for the church. 
 

Salem Trustees 

6th ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
February 3, 2018 

Do your closets a favor – lighten their load by 
cleaning out items which can be donated to 
the sale!  Large items are also welcome.  If 
they need to be picked up, contact Eric Hand 
at 317-873-5669.  Profits from the sale benefit 
Salem Missions and Outreach.  Unsold items 
are given to Love, INC (In the Name of Christ). 

FLETCHER PLACE MISSION PROJECT 
Salem had 1/3 of the volunteers present on 
sorting day Saturday, November 25th.  Seventeen 
persons from Salem helped sort. 
 

One team sorted, then they worked with donated 
food items by packaging bags of groceries to be 
passed out to the families on shopping day at 
Fletcher Place in Indianapolis. 
 

A second team sorted the donated clothing, 
household items, and toys for the families which 
again were available on shopping day. 
This year Fletcher Place will be distributing 
Christmas items and food to 205 needy families. 
 

All who donated items or cash have helped in 
making a better Christmas for these families.  
Salem donated over $3,300 in goods and 
additionally cash.  Jim & Judy Washburn, Donna 
Rickets, Paula Overman and Larry Randel delivered 
the items to Fletcher Place on November 17th.  
Thank you everyone!! EPIPHANY 

Epiphany, or the 12th day of Christmas, falls 
on January 6 and marks the official end to the 
festive season for Christians.  Epiphany, is 
commonly known as Three Kings’ Day in the 
United States.  It celebrates the three wise 
men’s visit to baby Jesus and also remembers 
His baptism, according to the Christian Bible’s 
events. 
 

Epiphany is the starting day of Epiphanytide 
(the Epiphany season), the liturgical period 
that follows Christmastide (the Christmas 
season) and continues until Ash Wednesday 
and the beginning of Lent (the Lenten season). 
It is preceded by Epiphany Eve on January 5. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The Operation Christmas Child project is sometimes known as 

the Shoebox Project and is under the umbrella of Samaritan’s 

Purse International Relief.  Samaritan’s Purse is a non- 

denominational evangelical Christian organization providing 

spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the world. 

Since 1970, Samaritan’s Purse has helped meet needs of 

people who are victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, 

disease, and famine with the purpose of sharing God’s love 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. The organization serves the 

church worldwide to promote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  To learn more go to the following link: 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-
do/operation-christmas-child/  

ATA A GIRL, RUTH – GREAT JOB! 
Ruth came home from school one day very excited 
about sending a Christmas present to a child that 
might not have ever previously received one. She 
said the best part was that the child would get a 
message about Jesus in their own language. We 
chose to use her fall break to collect walnuts to 
sell and raise money for the gifts.  She worked 
very hard and helped friends and family pick up 
walnuts out of their yards, cleared town sidewalks, 
and even a few business parking lots. Between her 
hard work and a grant from the Salem Missions 
team, Ruth was able to fill six shoe boxes, donate 
the shipping fee, and donate the money required 
for each child to participate in a Bible study called 
"The Greatest Journey."  She sent a box to three 
girls and three boys ages 5-9. Each box was packed 
with school supplies like pens, pencils, pencil 
sharpener, colored pencils, crayons, markers, 
water color paints, scissors, protractor, compass, 
ruler, and hygiene items like brushes, combs, hair 
accessories, washcloths, bar soap, tooth brush 
with travel case, cotton swabs, manicure set, 
tissues, and bandages. Then she packed every 
nook and cranny with fun stuff including play 
dough, match box cars, stationery items, coloring 
books, tape measures, screw driver sets, Slinkys, 
yoyos, Jacob's ladders, bouncy balls, and a teddy 
bear "so they could cuddle with it and feel loved."  

After including an introductory color page, each 
box was wrapped, the shipping labels secured, and 
delivered to Kingsway Christian School where her 
entire class participated. Then the entire 
elementary school collected their boxes and 
prayed over them at their chapel program. In a 
few weeks, Ruth should be able to see to which 
country each box was shipped. She truly enjoyed 
shopping for the children and is excited to know 
where the boxes have traveled. She is also happy 
that each of them will get the opportunity to learn 
about Jesus. Ruth thanks everyone who helped 
her complete her project and has offered to help 
next year (Kathy & Andy Mehlhop, Aunt Violet & 
Uncle Danny Thomas, Grandma Paula & Grandpa 
Bob Overman, and the Salem Missions 
committee). 
She is looking forward to participating in 
Operation Christmas Child again. 

Story submitted by Danean  
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MANY THANKS TO… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Randel/Cruz/Lizama Clan 
(Margeret Yde not pictured) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 November generous refreshments providers – Mike & Jill Hampton, Ben Pauley, Charlie Noble, 
Martha & Larry Randel, Lynda Wayman, Jon Peterson & Mary Hamerin 

 Our shining acolytes – Ruth, Brandon, Sydney, Rebecca & Kaitlyn 
 November greeter –  Marie Urick 
 November Nursery Caregiver – Jill Hampton 
 Tim Ottinger for again honoring our past beloved saints on All Saints Sunday 
 ALL who brought delicious food for our annual Holiday Pitch-In 

 ALL who donated items and you bargain shoppers for helping with our first ever Christmas Décor Sale.  Your 
support of Salem Missions work is greatly appreciated!  Thanks to Marie Urick for organizing this event. 

 Our wonderful Christmas Elves who prepared our beautiful church with decorations for the Advent Season. 
 Salem Leaders who attended the Charge Conference in Noblesville on a very windy, rainy day! 
 Pastor Gina for leading and guiding recent Bible Study attendees. 
 Pastor Gina & District Conference Leaders for leading the recent Racial Dialogue Circle - also the Participants. 
 Bob Overman and the Trustees for ‘turning Pastor Gina loose’ with ‘mobile audio.’ 
 ALL who assisted with the Fletcher Place mission project for Salem (as previously mentioned). 
 ALL who assisted with honoring our veterans on November 12th (as mentioned on last page of Scribbles). 
 Our VETERANS – thank you again for your service in keeping our country safe and free. 
 Virginia Crose & Tim Ottinger for singing and leading congregation with special music  –   “Lord, prepare me to 

be a Sanctuary,” during worship on November 26th 
 Walkers/Runners who participated in the inaugural ZGravyChase in Zionsville benefiting the Boys & Girls Club.  

Organizers hoped for 500 – 900 in first year…over 1,300 participated!  Thank you to all who have donated to the 
Drumstick Dash, too. 

 The Youth, Danean Thatcher, Assistants and Parents for all the time and effort you are giving in preparation of 
the Annual Youth Christmas Program. 
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     FELLOWSHIP NURSERY         GREETER(S)      ACOLYTES 
Starr & Marshall    Dec   3 Volunteer Needed        Marie Urick   12/3 Volunteers Needed  
Virginia & Chalmer    Dec 10 Volunteer Needed        Marie Urick  12/10 Volunteers Needed 
Donna & Andy    Dec 17 Volunteer Needed        Marie Urick  12/17 Volunteers Needed 
The Butler Family     Dec 24 Volunteer Needed        Marie Urick  12/24 Volunteers Needed 
Volunteer Needed  Dec 31 Volunteer Needed        Marie Urick  12/31 Volunteers Needed 

PRAISES 
 For our friends who recently underwent successful surgeries.  Prayers for 

speedy recoveries for good health. 
 

 The Iowa Wave… Have you seen it at every home football game at the 

University of Iowa??  Starting from an Iowa fan’s FACEBOOK post, at the 
end of the first quarter all 70,000 fans in the stands {players too} look up 
and wave to all the children and their families looking out the windows 
from the top floors of the University of Iowa Steed Family Children’s 
Hospital which is seen just behind the Kinnick Stadium stands.  The kids 
and their families wave back for a full minute.  It is a new, heart-warming 
tradition that gives everyone a big smile and sometimes a lump in your 
throat.  A small gesture of kindness – a HUGE reward showing that others 
care and are giving encouragement to the children in the hospital to fight 
on for improved health!  The Iowa Wave provides HOPE. 
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Salem United Methodist Church  
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E) 

Zionsville, IN  46077         317-873-4015  
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org 

Large enough to serve.  Small enough to care. 
 

 
 

DECEMBER 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diane Ward, Eldon Forthum, Ben Pauley, Larry Randel, Mark Starkey, Chalmer Crose, Rev. Reggie Kirkland, Don Livengood 
Harry Bivins, Jon Peterson, Stacy Dieckman, Ron Livengood, Bill Arnold, Aaron Shipley, Harry “Bing” Stum, and Bill Bakeis 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SALEM UMC HONORS VETERANS 
Sixteen military veterans were honored and thanked for 
their service with special music, the poppy story from 
WWI by Ben Pauley with surprises under the pew 
cushions, and the White Table Story by Larry Randel and 
Teri Cruz.  Paula Overman along with the youth 
presented each veteran with a personalized thank you 
card and red carnation adorned with red, white and blue 
ribbons.  A standing ovation completed the program. 
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